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Elements of Formative Assessment

Formative assessment place s teachers and students in the position of gathe ring and acting on evidence of studen t
learning in a timely manne r. Formative assessment includes:
~

teachers developing students' ability to refled and set goals in order to take ownership for their learning (Shared

Ownership: Student and Teacher):
~

teachers clarifying and students knowing what they are to learn {l earning Intentionsl;

• teachers establishing and/or co-creating clea r criteria and stude nts knowing what success looks like (Criteria):
~

teachers and students asking and exploring meaningful questions to determine and dee pen learning (Questio ns):

~

teachers and students acting on ongoing de scriptive feedback to improve teaching and learning (Descriptive Feedback); and,

• students engaging in self and peer-assessment based on clearly established criteria (Self and Peer-Assessment).

Formative assessment is built into instrmtional desi~n so that students are able to answer the followin~ Questions:
• Wha t am r learning?
• Where am I in my learning?
• 15 there anything hindering my learning?
• Wha t goals have I set for my learning?
• How am I going to move forwa rd in my learning?
Summative assessment measures student learning. It is reserved for those occasions when a snapshot of student performance/achievement is required or necessary.
The evidence gathered is used to communicate student learning and provide evaluative feedback.

Effective summative assessment involves developing well-constructed performance-based tasks that ask students to
demonstrate curricular competencies and content learning in a variety of ways and determining levels of performance
through the use of rubrics or performance scales that outline important aspects of the performance and different levels
of achievement.

In summary, lea rn ing th rives whe n t he re is inte ntional, ongoing formative assessme nt and pe riodic summative
assess me nt.

